REPORT ON TWO DAYS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
HELD ON 11 AND 12™ SEPTEMBER,2025

Green Club and DLLE unit of HJCE in collaboration with SHRI KRISHNA EUCATTION
AND CULTURAL TRUST, Jalsanjeevani under the aegis of RUSA had Organized a Hybrid
Two Days International Conference on “Environmental Management for Leveraging SDG’s
and Sustainable Development”. The conference brought together eminent scholars, academicians,
researchers, and students to discuss pressing environmental challenges and sustainable practices
aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The main aim of this conference was to
bring together leading academicians, researchers, environmentalists, policymakers, researchers,
educators, and students committed to shaping a future where environmental stewardship and
sustainable development walk hand in hand research outputs on all aspects of the growing concern
of the Environment.
Day 1 of International Conference held on 11" September,2025
The conference started on 11" September,2025 with the presence of eminent dignitaries, Resource
persons and participants. Prof. (Dr.) Shrima Banerjee extended welcome to all participants. The
conference started by singing the college prayer sung by the students to seek the blessings of
almighty symbolizing hope, positivity, and resilience. Dr. Banerjee gave a brief background about
the college and the theme of the conference. Dr. Banerjee then requested Principal, Prof. (Dr.)
Geeta Shetty to welcome the gathering.
Principal Dr. Geeta Shetty welcomed the guests and highlighted the college’s achievements,
including its NAAC accreditation and collaborations with charitable trusts for international
conferences. Dr. Shetty emphasized the importance of empowering the younger generation to
become environmental crusaders, leveraging knowledge as a powerful tool for change.
The conference was graced by the presence of chief guest, for the conference was Dr. Baliram
Gaikwad, Director of Lifelong Training and Extension, Dr. Snehal Donde, guest of honour and
several dignitaries as speakers of the day. Principal Dr. Geeta Shetty felicitated the resource
persons with the token of love and gratitude.
Prof.(Dr).Shrima Banerjee introduced Dr.Gaikwad to the audience and requested him to deliver
the inaugural address.
1% Plenary session-Keynote Address — Dr. Baliram Gaikwad
Dr. Gaikwad, a respected academician and former registrar of Mumbai University, delivered the
keynote address on the topic ‘Embedding nature restoration strategies in curriculum through DLLE
projects’.He spoke extensively about sustainable development and water conservation,
highlighting the importance of the 17 SDGs as a collective framework. He stressed that SDGs
cannot function in isolation but need to be addressed together for meaningful change.
Key highlights included:

e He also spoke about the National Education Policy 2020, which encourages

interdisciplinary learning and the integration of sustainability into education.



e He shared about various ways of water conservation followed by University of Mumbai

e He also emphasized the role of DLLE to create environmental sensitivity through different
DLLE Projects.

e He shared insights from his experiences as a speaker at international platforms, including
Russia and the USA, and emphasized community engagement for safeguarding the
environment.

Prof. (Dr). Shrima Banerjee proposed vote of Thanks to Dr. Gaikwad for gracing the occasion.
2" Plenary Session-Guest of Honour — Dr. Snehal Donde

Prof.(Dr.) Vaishali Sawant introduced Dr.Donde to the audience the next keynote speaker Dr.
Snehal Donde, chairperson SKECT-Jalsanjeevani,Dean of Bhaktivedanta College, Palghar.

With a Ph.D. and multiple master’s degrees, Dr. Donde has contributed significantly to climate
research, including campaigns on weather data and participation in the 2022 UN Conference on
Climate Resilience. Her main advocacy revolves around protecting the Mithi River, and she has
been a core member of the River Basin initiatives. She spoke on the topic ‘Experiences with
wastewater treatment and river rejuvenation’. Dr. Donde also spoke about sewage treatment
plants, farmer suicides, and the need for soil health cards to ensure sustainable agriculture. She
emphasized that earlier rivers (or nallas) seen as life sources have now become “dustbins of the
city.” The program included a question-and-answer session, where participants asked how
sustainable education can be incorporated into schools. Dr. Donde stressed the importance of
creating awareness among students about the present condition of rivers and water bodies,
moving beyond textbook knowledge to experiential learning.

Key highlights included:

o Pollution of rivers and lakes, particularly Powai Lake, due to untreated sewage and debris.

e The need to respect rivers and soil as essential to human survival.

o Rising extinction rates of freshwater species, as noted in the Living Planet Report.

o The concept of weaponizing rivers in international politics, with examples from Israel.

o The growing problem of plastic waste in oceans, including the Pacific Ocean.

o The urgency of tackling climate change, with rising global temperatures and biodiversity
loss.

She shared her journey starting from studies on Ganga sedimentation and sewage treatment,
including initiatives like the Ganga Sadbhavana Yatra. She reflected on how human behaviour
directly impacts rivers, citing examples of plastic pollution. She also discussed the environmental
state of Mumbai’s lakes — Tulsi, Vihar, and Powai — which are severely polluted by industrial
waste and sewage.

Prof. (Dr.) Vaishali Sawant proposed gratitude through a vote of thanks to Dr.Snehal Donde.

374 Plenary Session-Resource Person Environmentalist Ms. Prachi Raut

Prof. (Dr.) Karuna Sinha introduced Ms. Raut to the audience. She spoke on the topic “Climate
Change -Global Warming Advocacy’ She discussed how rising temperatures, coal and vehicle
emissions, and cement industries contribute to environmental degradation. She also highlighted
the urgent issue of biodiversity extinction and the role of global awareness campaigns.



Key highlights included:
o Reference to James Watt and James Hansel’s 2009 book, which warned that the coming
decade would be crucial for saving biodiversity.
o The rising global temperature by 2°C every year as per MOU studies.
e Pollution caused by 44% coal, 43% vehicles, and 8% cement industries.
e The alarming accumulation of plastics in the Pacific Ocean, creating a mass comparable to
the size of India.
o Rising methane emissions in the Arctic.
o The ongoing extinction of biodiversity.
Her session emphasized the urgent need for collective action to protect the environment.
Prof. (Dr.) Karuna Sinha proposed gratitude through a vote of thanks to Ms.Raut.
Post-Lunch Session
Prof. (Dr.) Shrima Banerjee extended welcome to all participants to the Post-Lunch Session.Dr.
Banerjee requested principal Madam to do the felicitation to the post lunch Resource persons.
Principal Dr. Geeta Shetty felicitated the resource persons for the post lunch sessions with the
token of love and gratitude.
4th Plenary Session-Resource Person -Dr. Parvish Pandya
Dr. Archana Katgeri introduced Dr. Pravesh Pandya, who is an elected member and recipient of
the Ideal Teacher Award.
Key highlights included:
o He shared how his passion for bird watching eventually turned into a lifelong mission for
environmental protection.
o He highlighted the importance of keystone species and his role as a consultant director.
o He spoke on Project Tiger, emphasizing the slogan “Nature Needs Half.”
o He discussed his pilot project on Girhanagaon, focusing on reviving land, animals, and
biodiversity.
o He also shared efforts under the Snow Leopard Conservation Program.
Dr. Archana proposed gratitude through a vote of thanks to Dr. Pandya.
5th Plenary Session-Resource Person -Mr. Satish Khade
Dr. Pallavi Talekar introduced Mr. Satish Khade who spoke on the topic ‘Water Pollution and
options of solutions’. He started with a striking statement: “We all are the passengers of Titanic.”
This metaphor underlined the collective vulnerability of humanity in the face of environmental
destruction.
Key highlights included:
e River water is becoming contaminated with domestic waste.
e Mining turns water red and dirty.
e Around 375 ship accidents per year spill oil into oceans, causing marine harm.
o Household pollutants (toothpaste, shaving creams, detergents, utensil cleaners) contribute
to pollution.
e Dead fish on shores are the first visible sign of pollution.



o Polluted water affects not only fish but also farming and cattle rearing.

e Issues of biomagnification and bioaccumulation were explained.

o Unsafe drinking water causes nearly 70% of diseases.

e Microplastics have been detected even in everyday food items like salt and sugar in India.

e Human health is increasingly at risk due to the inhalation of pesticides and contaminated

air.

Dr. Pallavi Talekar proposed gratitude through a vote of thanks to Mr.Khade
6" Plenary Session: Panel Discussion moderated by Dr.Snehal Donde
A panel discussion on the "Need for Community-Oriented Application-Based Education"
highlighted how this model addressed the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical, real-
world skills by using the community as a learning environment.
Key highlights included developing students' practical skills, critical thinking, cultural
competence, and community awareness, while also allowing them to apply their learning to local
needs and potentially fostering a commitment to serve in their communities. The discussion also
explored how this approach creates partnerships between educational institutions and community
stakeholders to address societal challenges and improve quality of life.
Dr.Banerjee as coordinator thanked all the participants and shared the feedback limk eith the
audience and provided them about the instructions of joining the zoom link on time for the
upcoming Day-2 of the conference.
Conclusion of Day 1 of the International Conference
The conference was an eye-opening platform that brought to light the urgent challenges of
pollution, climate change, and biodiversity loss. The speakers emphasized that environmental
education should go beyond textbooks to real-life awareness, while also highlighting the
devastating impact of human activities on land, water, and air. From issues like microplastics in
our food to rising global temperatures and species extinction, it was made clear that the time for
action is now.
The sessions also offered practical remedies such as recycling, using biodegradable products,
conserving keystone species, and promoting sustainable lifestyles. A powerful message echoed
throughout the conference—that we are all equally responsible for protecting the planet. If we
continue to neglect our duties, humanity itself will face the consequences, much like passengers
on a sinking ship.
Thus, the conference concluded with a call for collective responsibility, urging every individual to
contribute towards creating a sustainable future and safeguarding the environment for generations
to come.
The Day-1 of Conference concluded by singing the National Anthem.
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_ About $hri Krishna Education & Charitable
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Day 2 of International Conference held on 12" September,2025

The Day 2 of the conference was held in an online mode using the zoom platform. The conference
brought together scholars, researchers, educators, and practitioners from around the world. They
discussed sustainable practices, innovative research, and comprehensive ways to tackle
environmental challenges in line with the United Nations’

Prof. (Dr.) Shrima Banerjee as coordinator greeted all the participants. Prof. (Dr.) Geeta Shetty as
the convener of the conference extended welcome address to the participants. Dr.Snehal Donde as
coconvener then addressed the participants.

1% Plenary session- Ms. Jitinder Walia, Director, Early Childhood Education Centre Bronx
College City University of New York US

Prof. (Dr.)Usha Borkar introduced Dr.Walia to the participants. Dr.Walia spoke on the topic of
‘Nurturing Environmental awareness and consciousness among Parents and Early Childhood
students through creative learning’.

Key highlights included:

e She brought in her lifetime association with early childhood education to point out that
parents are the major influencers in the environmental values of kids.

e She suggested the use of nature walks (experiential approach to learning), reading of
nature-themed stories, and creative play for young learners as a method of inculcating in
them the environmental sense of responsibility.

e The idea that education should not be limited to the school setting but should be extended
to homes and communities was very much emphasised.

¢ Rotating the kitchen waste (composting), segregating the trash, reusing old articles for arts
and crafts, etc, are some of the simple daily activities that when done together by parents
and children can go a long way in instilling sustainable habits in them forever.

The 1° Plenary session was concluded by vote of Thanks proposed by Prof.(Dr.)Usha Borkar.

2" Plenary session-Dr.Stephen Mouzou, Associate Professor at Kara University, Togo

(West Africa)

Prof.(Dr.) Vaishali Sawant introduced Dr. Stephen to the participants. Dr. Stephen

addressed the topic on “ Linguistic and Cultural Approach to the Climate Change in West

Africa”.

Key highlights included:

e He explained that over a thousand local languages are spoken throughout the West African
region, especially among ECOWAS nations, making policy implementation and
communication challenging. He stressed the ongoing challenges to communities that result
from more extreme weather patterns that impact agriculture and the community from which



so many livelihoods rely; as well, decreasing temperatures and variations in rainfall are
impacting communities.

He emphasized that the most vulnerable groups are women, young people, and the elderly.
He maintained that in order to bridge the gap between scientific knowledge and community
understanding, environmental awareness campaigns need to be presented in local
languages.

His session illustrated how important language and culture are in supporting sustainable
development and climate action.

The 2™ Plenary session was concluded by vote of Thanks proposed by Prof.(Dr.) Vaishali

Sawant
374 Plenary session-Dr. Ahmed Aboueloyoun Taha, Associate Professor, Soils, Water and
Environment Research Institute (ARC), Egypt
Prof.(Dr.) Shrima Banerjee introduced Dr.Ahmed to the participants. Dr.Ahmed addressed the
topic on ‘Development of Nanomaterials for Multifunctional Wastewater Treatment’

Key highlights included:

He explained how water pollution through pathogens, heavy metals, and industrial waste
poses one of the gravest challenges to public health.

He also illustrated the scientific instruments and chemicals used for the waste water
treatment.

He also emphasized the role played by the nanomaterials to convert the waste water into
consumable water.

He showcased innovations in nanotechnology, particularly electrospun nanofibers, which
are capable of filtering out pollutants and treating wastewater effectively.

The 3" Plenary session was concluded by vote of Thanks proposed by Prof.(Dr.) Karuna Sinha.
4th Plenary session-Dr. Anjana Singh Former Head Central Department of Microbiology,
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
Dr.Archana Katgeri introduced Dr. Anjana Singh to the participants. Dr. Anjana Singh
spoke on the topic of ‘Waste Water Hazards in Kathmandu Valley’
Key highlights included:

Linking her research to SDG Goal 6, which emphasizes clean water and sanitation, she
described the alarming state of water resources in Nepal. Around 10.8 million people in the
country still lack access to proper sanitation, and wastewater mismanagement has direct
effects on community health and the environment.

She classified wastewater hazards into physical, chemical, and microbiological categories,
and explained how antibiotic resistance is increasingly being detected in wastewater
samples, posing a grave health threat.

Her talk underlined the urgent need for proper infrastructure and public cooperation in
managing wastewater for sustainable urban living.

The 4th Plenary session was concluded by vote of Thanks proposed by Dr.Archana Katgeri.



5th Plenary session-Prof. Tariq khan, Pakistan Post- doctoral Associate, Duke University,

USA

Dr.Pallavi Talekar introduced Prof. Tariq khan to the participants. Prof. Tariq khan spoke

‘Nanomaterials for sustainable consumption and production’

Key highlights included:

e He spoke about the transformative potential of nanotechnology in reducing waste,
improving recycling systems, and creating more eco-friendly modes of production.

e He referred to the use of advanced nanoscale materials to create more efficient,
environmentally friendly, and resource-conserving processes and products across various
sectors, including energy, agriculture, water treatment, and manufacturing.

e He mentioned about the sustainable nanosynthesis methods that minimize waste and
energy use, creating longer-lasting products to reduce waste, improving recycling
efficiency, and using nanomaterials to capture greenhouse gases and purify water.

6™ Plenary session- Panel Discussion on the topic-“Environmental Management for

leveraging SDG’s”

Key highlights included:

The discussion explored how effective environmental policies and actions are crucial for
achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It included the
integration of ecological protection with social and economic development, the
implementation of sustainable resource management to address climate change and
biodiversity loss, and the role of education and policy in fostering sustainable behaviors and
achieving global sustainability targets.

Valedictory Adress:

The valedictory session marked the conclusion of the conference. Dr. Snehal Donde
summarized the proceedings of the two days, noting how the event had successfully brought
together a blend of cultural, educational, and scientific perspectives on environmental
management.

Participant Feedback

Participants expressed their appreciation for the wide range of insights shared, which not only
deepened their understanding of sustainability but also encouraged them to take active roles in
environmental stewardship.

Report Reading and Vote of Thanks



Prof. (Dr.) Shrima Banerjee presented the conference report and delivered the vote of thanks. She
acknowledged the efforts of the organizing team, the invaluable contributions of the speakers, and
the enthusiastic participation of the delegates.
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